Trusting God’s Plan and Not Our Own
Job 42 – The Conclusion
42 Then Job replied to the Lord:
2 “I know that you can do all things;
no purpose of yours can be thwarted.
3 You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my plans without knowledge?’
Surely I spoke of things I did not understand,
things too wonderful for me to know.
4 “You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak;
I will question you,
and you shall answer me.’
5 My ears had heard of you
but now my eyes have seen you.
6 Therefore I despise myself
and repent in dust and ashes.”
7 After the Lord had said these things to Job, he said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “I am angry with you
and your two friends, because you have not spoken the truth about me, as my servant Job has. 8 So
now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and sacrifice a burnt offering for
yourselves. My servant Job will pray for you, and I will accept his prayer and not deal with you
according to your folly. You have not spoken the truth about me, as my servant Job has.” 9 So Eliphaz
the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite did what the Lord told them; and the Lord
accepted Job’s prayer.
10 After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord restored his fortunes and gave him twice as much as
he had before. 11 All his brothers and sisters and everyone who had known him before came and ate
with him in his house. They comforted and consoled him over all the trouble the Lord had brought on
him, and each one gave him a piece of silver and a gold ring.
12 The Lord blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the former part. He had fourteen thousand
sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand donkeys. 13 And he also had
seven sons and three daughters. 14 The first daughter he named Jemimah, the second Keziah and the
third Keren-Happuch. 15 Nowhere in all the land were there found women as beautiful as Job’s
daughters, and their father granted them an inheritance along with their brothers.
16 After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; he saw his children and their children to the fourth
generation. 17 And so Job died, an old man and full of years.

1. How would you describe Job's attitude before God in vs. 1-6? What has changed for Job?

2. What does Job admit in vs. 3? What are we called to do while admitting this?
Proverbs 3:5-6 - Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.
Psalm 119:105 - Your word is a lamp unto my feet, a light unto my path.

3. Job did not curse God but he did repent of his sins. How are the following statements and thoughts
sins to repent of?
• Job repented of the terrible curse he had pronounced upon the day of his birth.
• Job repented of his desire to die.
• Job repented of his complaints against and challenges to God.
• Job repented of his despair.
• Job repented that his statements had been a "darkening of wisdom by words without
knowledge"; that he spoke beyond his knowledge and ability to know.
4. Going back to the beginning of the story where Satan said that Job would curse God, how can it be
said that the “contest” ended in vs. 6?

5. What does Job do for his friends in vs. 7-9? How is this a Christ-like action?
•

1 John 2:1 -We have an advocate with the Father--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.

•

Why must Christ speak on our behalf? Why do we approach God in Jesus' Name or only “In
Your mercy?”

Concluding thoughts: We are not all like Job, but we all have Job's God. Though we have neither
risen to Job's wealth, nor will, probably, ever sink to Job's poverty, yet there is the same God above us
if we be high, and the same God with his everlasting arms beneath us if we be brought low; and what
the Lord did for Job he will do for us, not precisely in the same form, but in the same spirit, and with
like design.
•

In this great Book there is no solution of problems. There is a great revelation. It is that God
may call men into fellowship with Himself through suffering; and that the strength of the
human soul is not found in itself, but in God. As the Apostle Paul wrote, And He has said to me,
“My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, I
will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 10
Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions,
with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong. 2 Cor. 12:9-11

•

The greatest, the most important purposes were accomplished by this trial. Job became a more
faithful man of God; the dispensations of God's providence were illustrated and justified;
Satan's devices unmasked; and the church of God greatly enriched and blessed by having the
divine truth which is found in the book of Job.

