Galatians 1:11-24
Jesus. And that's All.
For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man's gospel. 12
For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus
Christ. 13 For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God
violently and tried to destroy it. 14 And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age
among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. 15 But when he who
had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace, 16 was pleased to reveal his Son
to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone;
17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia,
and returned again to Damascus.
18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen days.
19 But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord's brother. 20 (In what I am writing to
you, before God, I do not lie!) 21 Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 22 And I was still
unknown in person to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. 23 They only were hearing it said, “He
who used to persecute us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” 24 And they glorified
God because of me.
vs. 11-12 – Notice how Paul moves back to a more winsome tone. What is he saying to the
congregation in these verses? What must the troublemakers have been saying?
•

In order to win an argument, what do people often do to the opposition? Why is this done?
What does God say about this?

Review the Eighth Commandment
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor,
betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend him, speak well of him, and explain
everything in the kindest way.
•

What happens to an individual when you slander him/her? What happens to you when you
slander someone?

•

What should we do when rumors, gossip and slander reach our ears?

•

What is the extra problem with slandering a pastor? Besides the pastor, what else and who else
is injured?

1 Timothy 5:19-20 - 19Do not entertain an accusation against an elder, except on the testimony of two
or three witnesses. 20But those who persist in sin should be rebuked in front of everyone, so that the
others will stand in fear of sin.
•

At the same time, why is it extra important that a pastor lead a life that is “above reproach.”

1 Timothy 3:1-7 - Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task.
2 Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable,
hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a
lover of money. 4 He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him, and he
must do so in a manner worthy of full[a] respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own
family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become
conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7 He must also have a good reputation with
outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap.
vs. 13-14 – Notice how Paul continues his argument. What do you recall about Paul before he became
an Apostle of Jesus Christ.
Acts 26:9-11 - “I too was convinced that I ought to do all that was possible to oppose the name of Jesus
of Nazareth. 10 And that is just what I did in Jerusalem. On the authority of the chief priests I put many
of the Lord’s people in prison, and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them. 11 Many
a time I went from one synagogue to another to have them punished, and I tried to force them to
blaspheme. I was so obsessed with persecuting them that I even hunted them down in foreign cities.”

vs. 15-16 - In vs. 15, how was Paul called? From Monday, what does this word mean?
● Consider what grace did for Paul’s message and for Paul personally.
1 Timothy 1:13-16 - Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was
shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on
me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.
15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the
worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for those who would
believe in him and receive eternal life.
1 Corinthians 15:10 - For I am the least of the apostles and am unworthy to be called an apostle,
because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace to
me was not in vain. No, I worked harder than all of them— yet not I, but the grace of God that was
with me. 11Whether, then, it was I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed
● Notice again that Paul said, “he did not consult anyone.”

vs. 18-24 - In these verses, Paul completes his argument. This happened for others as well.
2 Peter 1:16 - For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.

